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    So you think you’re a songwriter? How many songs have you written one or two…. maybe 200 to 300?

    Just turn on the radio, go to a gig, play your favourite record. Listen to the variety of the music you hear…. classical, C&W, dance, rap, gospel, jazz, metal, ska, rock, techno or any of the myriad of styles you and I could name. So what makes a song tick? If you play the live scene and/or have been approaching A&R departments with your own material you’ve obviously got some idea of what it takes to be a successful songwriter\composer…. commercial appeal.

    It does’nt matter what style that is, just as long as there is a market for it. Research the current scene in this style as well as you can and also keep one eye on the future. Now lets look at song structure, go on get that record out again and break it down. It will probably contain the following: -

a) an introduction b) verse c) bridge (or middle 8) d) an instrumental e)  an ending. Despite the fact that most styles are built to a set pattern, the final sequence is up to you as an individual. Computers hav’nt quite got the knack of ‘human’ composition yet! (Not far off?!)

    And yes! Most books on songwriting will explain the following formula in detail to help you…. 1) Repetition 2) Balance 3) Form

REPETITION: is the way to leave a lasting impression on your listener. The key to this is a) the hook, if possible based on the chorus and b) the riff, a musical motive that drives the rest of the song. Both can be either/or vocal or instrumental. Make it, ‘catchy’.

BALANCE: in simple terms means a) how each section is broken down e.g. number of lines b) the words (syllables) form patterns and in most cases rhyme c) the chorus is repeated at regular intervals.

FORM: is how all the elements mentioned above fit together to make a song i.e. the order of play, this is best learned from analysing the structure of your favourite songs in the style you are writing in.

    Remember ‘that’ A&R person listening to this wonderful demo of yours, will probably only give you the first 60 seconds, if you are lucky! (And the first couple of bars if you’re not!). So the introduction has to set the mood of the song. A tip here is to bring the hook or part (or all) of the chorus in as the introduction. For further reference may I suggest some of the titles that are mentioned at the end of this book.

WRITING IT DOWN: try and learn at least one format, see below. Be it standard notation, TAB, drum & sequencer notation…. or even computer printouts!

LYRICAL CONTENT: where possible always try to write from a personal or ‘real life’ perspective. This helps the listener to a) empathise with the lyrics b) get the ‘feel’ of your song.

    Next check the following: a) title, is it interesting, does it feature in the chorus or at several other times throughout the song? b) lyrical hook, this could be a short, often repeated lyric that is either melodic, rhythmic or just interesting. c) opening lyric, this should really grab the listener & set the tone for the rest of the song. d) consistent tone of language i.e. is it the sort of language your singer would use? e) use of contemporary language, scan the press. the media, Internet & TV for current phrases.

    Help with lyrics & rhymes can come from, songbooks & lyric sheets (don’t lift, you’ll get caught in the end!), rhyming dictionaries & a thesaurus.

TYPES OF SONG: OK, the majority of songs are love songs, but you can have: - situation songs (Bruce Springsteen), story/descriptive songs (Bob Dylan), list songs (REM), social message songs (Randy Newman), holiday songs (e.g. Christmas), gimmick songs, (e.g. the latest craze or dance), nonsense songs (e.g. Ob-la-di, Ob-la-da…. even The Beatles did this!) 
ALWAYS PHONE UP THE COMPANY PRIOR TO SUBMITTING YOUR DEMO PACKAGE, TO CHECK IF THE DETAILS ARE CORRECT…. ESP: A&R REPS NAMES CHANGE FAST!
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Think of a topic and go for it!


