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    Almost all popular music has a structure, (even Experimental, Advent Garde and New Age, if you care to analyse it). You can’t consider yourself a songwriter unless you understand the ways of constructing a song.

LETS LOOK AT THE ‘ABC’ THEN:
A…. stands for verse  B…. stands for chorus C…. stands for bridge (middle 8/release etc)

    Each of these sections represents a number of bars of music, it could be 8/12/16 (or any number you wish). There is nothing against having repetitive sections of different lengths…. just ask Bob Dylan or REM. You would have to be a little more specific in how you write them down e.g. A1 (has 8 bars), A2 (has 9 bars), A3 (has 10 bars) etc…. These are usually done to facilitate the accommodation of extra lyrics or instrumentation.

12 BAR BLUES: It can be said that the greatest contribution to popular music in the 20th Century has come from the blues. The blues developed in America in the early 1900’s, it sprang from a mostly illiterate & depressed black population. The songs being initially thrice-repeated one-liners, that expressed protest or self-pity. This later developed into the style we all know today i.e. the first two lines express the grief, while the third line resolves the situation. The key to the ‘feel’ being, the emotional expression is paramount.

TURNAROUND: Is a series of chords in a sequence leading back to a repeat of any musical section or build into another a) I VI II V b) I VI IV V etc

INTERVALS: Chords in written music can be expressed as intervals if we start with C major as I, let us look at the following (chords in brackets): - I, C major(C), II, D minor (Dm), III, E minor (Em), IV, F major (F), V, G major (G), VI, A minor (Am), VII, B diminished (B().

    This is very useful for quickly jotting down song structure, working out covers by ear, or transposing into another key. Especially as specific types of songs & styles of music e.g. I VI II V (from Gershwin to The police) follow these regular types of patterns.

EXAMPLES OF SONG STRUCTURE:

    The simplest type of song is the AAA structure, ‘Blowin’ In The Wind’, by Bob Dylan is an example. No chorus, just a simple refrain, (repeated section at the end of each verse) also a protest song, based on an old folk melody.

    The next type of song is the simple verse, chorus, verse, chorus style; A B A B. ‘Eleanor Rigby’, by The Beatles is an example, a story in a song.

    Things become more complex when a bridge is added. Take a look at, ‘Heart Breaker’, recorded by Pat Benatar, (written by G.Gill & C.Wade). This is a classic rock song of A B A B C structure. 

    An exercise here is to analyse some classic songs in a variety of styles, don’t just look at the ABC structure. Look for intros/endings/instrumentals, (i.e. what structure they are played over?); maybe even the, ‘pre-chorus’, a popular part in recent song book manuscripts. Very popular in the field of Heavy Metal/Thrash Metal, pick up any ‘Metallica’ song book and see! (They are however very well transcribed). This is basically a build up section to the chorus. If you have time, try to track down some of the following: -

1) Anything by Lennon/McCartney, esp: The Beatles’ singles.

2) Bob Dylan, for variety of structure. The songs of Bob Dylan 1966-1975.

3) The works of Jim Steinman, esp: Bat Out Of Hell (Meatloaf).

4) The recent works of Fleetwood Mac e.g. post ‘White Album’ (after 1975).

5) Modern songwriter's i.e. Rick Nowels esp: works for Belinda Carlisle etc.

6)  If you feel really brave take a look at material by REM.                     

ALWAYS PHONE UP THE COMPANY PRIOR TO SUBMITTING YOUR DEMO PACKAGE, TO CHECK IF THE DETAILS ARE CORRECT…. ESP: A&R REPS NAMES CHANGE FAST!
1
Enough said, now be prepared to break the rules….


