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THE PERFORMING RIGHT SOCIETY

    The PRS was formed in 1914 and now has over 26,000 members world-wide. It is a non-profit making organization and the only one of its kind in the UK. The PRS is a society of songwriters & publishers ('copyright owners'), which grants the, 'Right to Perform', copyright music in return for an annual fee (PRS license.... the sticker you see up in most pub windows). Once you have fulfilled a selection of criteria (e.g. a top 50 hit, 3 pieces of recorded commercial work, 12 public performances of a piece of work etc) and paid their membership fee you will be eligible to join.

    Income is generated from the licenses to venues where music is played, from a local pub to an international stadium and from media broadcasts e.g. Radio One. This is shared between the PRS members depending on how often their works are played.

PERFORMING RIGHT SOCIETY,

MR PHIL MOLDEN, 29-33 BERNERS STREET, LONDON Wl4P 4AA. TEL: 020 7580 5544 FAX: 020 7631 4138

THE MECHANICAL COPYRIGHT PROTECTION SOCIETY

The MCPS is an organization similar to the PRS, but in this respect pays the copyright owners (writer and/or publishers) for the sales of the physical articles on which their music is reproduced, CD's, vinyl, cassettes, sheet music, videos, multi media etc.  This is taken as a percentage of the selling price of the finished product.

MECHANICAL COPYRIGHT PROTECTION SOCIETY,

MR MALCOLM CARRUTHERS, ELGAR HOUSE, 41 STREATHAM HIGH ROAD, LONDON SWl6 lER. TEL: 020 8664 4480 FAX: 020 8769 8792

PHONOGRAPHIC PERFORMANCE LTD

The PPL is the organization that pays money to record companies and artists for the performances of their music on radio & television, (which is unlike the PRS who pays the writers). If you are a performer who also writes, then this society is worth joining. A short phone call to PPL will establish whether you are eligible for membership.

PHONOGRAPHIC PERFORMANCE LTD,

COLLEEN HUE, 14-22,GANTON STREET, LONDON W1V 1LB.

TEL: 020 7437 0111 FAX: 020 7734 2986

TIP SHEETS 

    You’ll probably be aware that a tip sheet tells you what companies looking for material and in what style. The only problem is they are quite expensive to buy, that is because in fact they are very expensive to research & produce. If your whole band clubs together you should be able to subscribe to at least one. Here are a couple of recommended ones:

1) BANDIT A&R  NEWSLETTER, MR  JOHN WATERMAN  BANDIT  PUBLICATIONS,


NEWPORT, ISLE OF W IGHT, P030 1LZ. TEL: 01983 524 110

2) SONGWRITERS  & COMPOSERS, THE GUILD OF INTERNATIONAL SONGWRITERS COMPOSERS, (G.I.S.C.), MR RODERICK JONES, SOVEREIGN HOUSE, 12 TREWARTHA ROAD, PRAA SANDS, PENZANCE, CORNWALL, TR20 9ST.  TEL: 01736 762 826

N.B.  There are many tip-sheets on the market, some are obviously a lot better than others and/or better value for money. Hence before you do subscribe send in an SAE and ask for a free sample issue.


