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    You've just received some genuine company interest in your material they've asked for some more samples of material. Then you remember that killer track from way back when, must be on a 10 year+  roll of Ampex 456. You finally find the roll, un-marked/un-indexed at the back of the garage, dust it down & put it on the MTR, the oxide sheds at an alarming rate, it sticks like glue to the guides & heads, you hear an awful screeching noise and the tape comes to a stand still! 

    This is actually a true story of a recent client at our studio (Brain Dead), but some of the tapes stretched back to the late 50's! We managed to recover much of the original material from his 2-track masters and then archive them to DAT for future use. Eternally thankful client .. 

    OK we've all at some stage been warned about tape storage and then something has gone wrong. For a variety of reasons, mainly poor storage, but also included problems with the tape-binder itself (the material that glues the oxide to the backing), this was a short lived problem in the 70's,but has left literally thousands of reels of tape world-wide virtually un-playable. The overall reason being the tape has absorbed moisture from the air. By driving the excess moisture it is possible to salvage the vast majority of age/moisture effected tape.

    If you have access to an egg incubator (i.e. type for chicken/goose eggs), you should be able to do the job yourself. You need to 'cook' the tape for 24 hours at 50(C. Place the tape 2/3 a time on the incubators wire mesh shelving in a central position (no tape actually touching metal wire), make sure any air holes in the incubator are un-obstructed, so the moisture can escape. After 24 hours remove the tapes, let them cool for 10-15 minutes & then play then, archiving them to a stable digital medium if possible (DAT, DCC etc). Experiments have proved that tapes recovered in this way are i) playable for 3-6 months depending on storage ii) for much longer if kept in a low humidity environment iii) you can repeat the heat treatment process many times (experiments prove 15-20 cycles before any loss of quality).

WARNING: DO NOT TRY THIS WITH YOUR NORMAL OVEN OR MICROWAVE!

There is a company who professionally undertakes such recovery work: - 

QUANTEGY EUROPA LTD

UNIT 3, COMMERCE PARK 

RURNEL ROAD 

THEALE 

BERKSHIRE 

RG7 4AB 

TEL: 01734 302 240 FAX: 01734 302 235 CONTACT: MR JUSTIN UNDERWOOD

A more detailed fact sheet is available from TMR Productions (P.O.BOX 3775, 

LONDON SEl8 3QR.), for £1.50, plus an A5 SAE, payable to Mr M. Bell. 

MUSICIANS NETWORK

The MN is a FREE open access communications matrix designed to encourage musical and creative activity at all levels by accessing the skills and resources required to enable musicians to organise for themselves. Noticeboard service for company A&R Depts. bands seeking new members, gig swaps, showcase events, seminars, studios…. plus most things musical.

MUSICIANS NETWORK,

ANDREW WEAVER,

181A, BRECKNOCK ROAD,

LONDON, 

N19 5AB.

TEL: 020 7209 2424 FAX: 020 7209 2423

E-mail to: Musicians_Network@pHreak.intermedia.co.uk

Internet Address: http://www.muslciansnetwork.org. uk/mn

Recent research points to DAT as an archive storage medium to be in excess of 50 years….

About the life of Rock'n'Roll to date as I write!


