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    Copyright from the first instance of creation belongs to the creator, and is therefore protected from the moment of conception. However in the UK, there is no legal requirement to register a copyright.

   In the UK, copyright exists for the lifetime of its creator, plus 75 years after his/her death. Therefore you can pass a copyright on to a family member and leave it in your will! Once out of copyright, a work is said to be in ‘public domain’. Any new arrangements/versions of that work can hence be copyrighted.

   A name of a band and trademarks can also be copyrighted. Cliff Richards’s backing band had to change their name from ‘The Drifters’ to ‘The Shadows’ because of legal action…. but that’s history! Copyright in other countries vary, hence it is worth finding out about this, as international copyright treaties exist. As a copyright owner you will in theory be able to control the use of your protected work. Whatever it is, musical, literary, artistic, scientific etc….take a look at the following:-

1) Reproduction of work in any format

2) Publishing of the work

3) Public broadcast of the work

4) public performance of the work

5) Any adaptation of the translation of the work

6) Literally any other thing that affects the work in question

   Hence you should have complete control of your work (or joint control for a partnership) in order to impose restrictions and to sell, licence or bequeath your copyright, (either in full or as a percentage).

   By far the easiest and cheapest way to copyright your songs are to post them to yourself in a sealed envelope. Inside with a tape put a lyric sheet, with the names of the composers plus the date and the correct symbols. This will stand in a court of law if you ever need it. Remember to date the work inside on a) the tape b) the lyric sheet. If this matches the post mark  this would be pretty conclusive, just don’t open it until you need to!

   Other ways of lodging copyright include a) banks b) solicitors c) school head teachers d) through various organisations e.g. The Copyright Office (see address at the end of this book).

   Another copyright symbol that is often overlooked is the Phonogram Copyright Protection Symbol, which is p with a circle around it. Remember it is invalid without the circle around it. The notice is an anti-pirate and counterfeiting symbol. This identifies the individual or company  that claims the copyright ownership of the recording.

   Finally  they must  be  written  separately to be a legal  statement, e.g. 2000 Thamesmead Rollers or 2000  M.Bell, D.Russell,  D.Wakefield  (this  will  protect  the  recording)  &  2000  [with  band/artist/company]  (this  protects  the artwork etc) and should be displayed on sleeve, label & packaging.

   A couple of other useful statements are I) All rights of the producers and of the owner of the recorded work reserved. II) Unauthorised copying, public performance, broadcasting, hiring or rental of this recording prohibited.

USEFUL BOOKS ON COPYRIGHT

1) Copyright Designs and Patents Act 1988, HMSO Bookshops (e.g. P.O. Box 276 London SW8 5DT)

2) A Brief Guide To Copyright In The UK, by Denis de Freitas, from the British Copyright Council, Copyright House, 29-33, Berners Street, London W1P 4AA. Tel : 020 7580 5544                               

ALWAYS PHONE UP THE COMPANY PRIOR TO SUBMITTING YOUR DEMO PACKAGE, TO CHECK IF THE DETAILS ARE CORRECT…. ESP: A&R REPS NAMES CHANGE FAST!
1
N.B. Remember if you don’t send out your work, no one will ever hear it. If no-one ever hears your work, you have zero chance of a deal, I know people who are sitting on potential hit records who are so paranoid about being ripped off they don’t want anybody to hear their work. Catch 22…… don’t be frightened about copyright matters.


